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(1856 - 1972)

Bloar:-hy

A4+D. Gordon was a Labor Zionist and one of the most outstanding
personalities of the second Aliyah period. His philosophy,
whose center is the relationship between man and nature, had a pro-

found influence on the yishuv and the Jewish Labor Movement.

In the province of rodolia, Russia, a.D.Gordon was born into an
orthodox family. He received the traditional Jewish training in
Torah and ®almud. For 23 years he helped manage the estate of

Baron Gunzburg. UDurin: this time he worked with the children of

the community,

At the age of forty-eight, he decided +o make aliyah to Palestine,
'Eaving all he had; he left his wife and children until he could
bring them over. Upon arriving in Palestine, Gordon insisted upon
beins a laborer of the land, despite his age and weak physical con-
dition., He spent over fifteen years in Petah Tikva, and in the
Galil doinsg hard physical labor alon-side young and stronz youth.
The last few years of his life were spent at Kkvutza Degania (a)

where he died of cancer.

On Labor and Naticnal Revival

A«Ds Gordon called for a re‘urn to the land, to nature apd to the




* hational lansuage., Redemption and self-fulfiliment of man could

, only be acheived throuszh labor. ror centuries the Jewish people

had been parasitic - divorced and alienated from the land and nature.
Labor, for Gordon, was the beginning and the end of the revival of
the Jewish People = labor was not just a condition but the essence

of life.

Returning to our homeland and working the soil should not be looked
upon as a sacrifice but a duty of each one of us. 1In building our
nation, the foundation stones we lay are for a new collective life,
a new national spirituality (not Just an improvement of the eco-
homic status)., No title deeds can £ive us real title to our country
- only throuch a personal effort of givins of one's whole body and
soul, as well as anfolding and revealing of oneself can there be a
claim to the country. Gordon was not at all enthused by the Balfour
Declaration and was opposed to the jubilation over it. No nation

or man could give us national independence - this could only be

acheived throuzh daily national work.

He criticized harshly those Jews who hired foreign labor., Only by
Jewish labor - self labor - could we acheive self-fulfillment and
build our nation. We could not build our life on exploited labor,
The Talmudic saying that when the children of Israel will do the
Lord's will, their work will be done by others, was not a blessing
but rather a curse in Gordon's opinion- This was so typical of the

harrow and meagre existence of the #hetto Jews.,

Each of us must settle an account with our own self - to réform
ourselves. The way which Gordon outlinec, the creation of a

national renassaince, was to be quite arduous.



On Nature and Man
For Gordon, © 1 is an inseperable part of nature. Nature is to man
like water is to the fish. Une should not "know nature and live
S e Lixguﬁgﬁggg! Man has conquered nature and subjigated it
but has not lived nature. By the harnessing of man's physical and
spiritual strength along with the natural forces of the earth,
a plant lives - This unites man and nature. This to Gordon was one
of the highest relizious expressions. Work in his eyes was the re-

newal of the face of the earth - creation.

The history orf civilization is of concealment and restrictions in
all manners of dress, customs, fences, hidins from one's fellow manj
even in lansuage there is concealment - Gordon writes that we have

to learn to Le silent and to return to hature.

On Politics and Nationalism

Gordon never considered himself a socialist nor a party member. He
shunned political activity, seeing it as destructive of our highest
ideals. After come time he was deeply concerned with the problems

of the Yishuv and the formation of the Histradut and Hamashbir.

Nationalism in Gordon's belief will caus- people to concentrate
more on thei:r “and and develope it's natural resources. lndivi-
dualism, not ¢goism, will be the outcome. Only in Palestine can
the Jewish people enrich their national individualism (The natural
environment ¢I a people was a necessity for the national revival

in order that the true condtions would exist).

Man

In Gordon's opinion the kvutza requires no nobler men than the




moshav ovGim. .ne form is nhot important; +the important fact is
man. No form should be like a barrel where man is preserved and

neatly arranged - only hawing fit nicely in a barrel - not man.,

The Example

The question arises - wo why was Gordon so influential, so central
a figure? After all, many Zeolots of Labor Zionism called for a
return to the land, revival of the national language and insisted
upon self-labor, Lhe answer is that these ideas find expression
not only in his --“tinssbut in his 1life style. Gordon's philosophy
of man and naturc was a livins reality for him. His outstanding
example will be much more clear in the next seetion “"Hazaken".

(How Degania's members remember R )

- Dov Gordon
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Hasnn N
"The Cld_Man sy 28 A.D. Gordon was reverently cﬁl;ed bynthe‘members
of Degania: Qas very simple and well liked: Hé dressed quité
plainly; a tunic, a pair of patched workingz trousers and g pair
of boots, whose aze almost equaled his. One of the most outstand-
ing features mentioned by members is his beautiful and sentle eyes,
Gordon loved to SN andldance, as well as tell jokes. He was very

meek and despite his old aze refused to accept any special privi-

leges,

A.Ds Gordon lived in a small room with three other chaverim. In
his room, by kerosene light, he would do all his writings in the
late hours of the night (never sacrificing his workin: hours).

He wrote on small pieces of paper which he wotlld cut very care-
fully. There was no closet in his room, but he WD UL ALl s
belon~sinss very well ordered. bordon was somewhat aloof and did
not resularly participate in the kvutza's Asephot. 4as one

member said - his mind wad occupied with everythin.- going on in
Palestine. he also loved to vidit the youn.; people in PForiah from

a ilashomer Hatzir sroup.

Gordon never rode to and from work - he loved to walk and be with
nature. His favorite work was to pull out (Yabaliot) scotch grass,
which was one of the most difficult work to be done, (This involved
di-ging one meter down around the weed and combing +the earth for

the tiniest trace of the root - otherwise it would immediately

<row back). One member todd me that Gordon worked with a Turiah
(type of hoe) as one would play a violin - so well did he central

this instrument in his hands and enjoy it! <for Gordon the quality



of work was more important than the quantity of work. He himsel#
was a perfectionist, arranging the wheat sheaves in piles was also
one of his favorite jobs. VWhen he arrived home from work he would

nhever take a shower but bathe in the kinneret.

He was very traditional in his Jewish practices. On shabbot he
never rode and on Holidays he fasted. He also ate only natural
foods. (He did not want to eat any animal or animal products out

of respect fothem as livine beinoss, )

One member said that Gordon was like every one of us - only he
had a beard. He never liked to be bhotzraphed and always tried

hot to be conspicious.

Gordon was a close friend of Rachal, the poetess. Gordon wrote g
series of letters to her when she was studyin~s agronomy in Faris.
His letters are very fronk and worm and encourasing, Gordon lived
within his letters as he did in nature. He Whikhe et Rachel, who

is homesick for Israel ahd depressed that she cannot look at her

2% hears there as preparation for life. fe stresses to her that she
must live and she can learn so much from Hurope and the people with

whom she came in contact.

Yurins World War II, Dezania was one of the few settlements which
had wheat. This was & time when wheat was scarce and the market
price was sky high. a.D. Gordon insisted that Degania should met
and example and not exploit the war situation. The price of wheat

should e the same as if there was no war. ilj
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When I lauzh 4o I nééd

a reason for lauzhing?

then why don't you let

and be human wothout a
Why «

When I speak to you

I & e s st g o

If not
me laugh
sking

» Yyou

put me down for everythineg and

anythinz I say or do.

I don't understand
when L have tried to o
friendly as I could be
snid never nct cnce you
ever wanted tc know me

Why can! b yveur try
see me as 1L am instead

why
e as

L i

to

of looking at me through

Broken Glasses and rem
what people told you,
I was before.

Why can't you sec h
hard I am trylnf tn ch

embering
and how

oW hﬁrﬂq“
ange

but if you don't zive me

a chance, and when ik
do somethlnf Viou denst
i vien dan =t say anyth
it to me then how

can I change?

and yes believe it
or not I am a human
being, a person, I do
feelings and I do get
hurt so

Please I hcfx, the
next time we meet you
will try to remember

this

To-da ra-bah

like \
inz qbpuﬁ

- A persochn

oA
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The warmth of your smile sent
Chills sin:in. throu:h my bein .
Ana then when you held me close and
touched my forechead with your lips

I could not help but smile backe
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the winds clowsSs

The rain is fallin- on a sun washed lancscape
and small mu.idy gouls refleect a wuter colour

| SKY¥o "BeBeCe World Service" just mentioned an army j
itaxe over in #thiopia and

,.‘ Pas——,

sritish electoral prooclems (as
| for the latter I couldn't give a damn)
I Puss joine

ined the Cilture Committee and hope to 301“;\
Piyulim Cormittee § -erhavs the absorition one that \\
/‘ov is fakins ) .oltls

gtill rainin: ocutside and windy and

thunder crashes, rattlin.:

\\m the windows
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put life is ocod
\\ ‘\%‘ and 1 feel
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Dancer of the deart

Silver light
rurple sky
charcoal clouds
hung hih

music played
for a masquerade
S0 @any orcamns
and actors for fthem alla
No sun, RO moen

Just rain

flowing darknesthen
anether round of paine

a smooth .;13ss butdon
tp pop over the eyes

a distortel) diszuiss
Thunder and li htening
ap.lause, ap lause,

pUt EuERt nen ind

a little pause |
and welcome in the understanding
for 1 moment, or two

a song for me and one for you

nus e depapt

Say and

slay

me dear dancer

= i AT s
G bhes Hesl
1

*
RS o have no answoer
for vords are something,
but theare's more to vszeoming:
and werds are only o arts
atid where foes the worid end
and be=in

when cizcles sén?
And w - on worlds afger
are filleg with l:iusnter
Ch hew the actors =cin,
Pie-a pivy desr dancer of heart
that the actors must “rin
~ 4

‘rom cre thing to. another they dart,

Une last note ‘
the symchony ends |
the masguerade dall is over, )
Lot ne one comprehends /
and s the dew form \
and e bexin anpother cne A
g mig by curtEin

and what we sSge we see¢ alone




Roses are Red,
Violets are blue?
Not so long ago. :
Just 2 month or two {J
It went, 1
g0t bent,
was sent
Away I went off off |
Haven't quite been the same.” —
Sane?

always in my mind,
not so kind,

I e bind.e N
A part of me, the heart of me §x' ey
The epitome T \
"Are you 0.K.?"

Koo
i

YO K" ge Il Ay
IO s e

Then don't stare.
and not there,
Say a prayer, do I dare? s e
20 here LG, cfor  aclb b X e
all broken hearted = )
Paid my dime, o

And only farteg

o ——



Uccasions Rite kemory
(Getoler o)

Life is reesvering

It's a fri:itenin. thin-s to sce

It's cheeks are shewerin: a .romise of merely ,ink
It's eyes the hint of 2 future the colour of marble
a lustre of creation sets the —rrow a-ainst

The vow-strin: while the ri:ht nand -rips the net
and in its face, the wan smile of 4 counvilescent

In the mornin: mists, cf time

when the savase 'uts of the quiver

Shadk the four ‘v’-‘in'(:;.s

And 1 , was neither the trees, the vaters,of the creztures
I heard . calline, a walline

and setiinz the desert ecrown upon her head

the moon fixed the Lounferies of tne world

andthe whiscered echo created sunver and winter

faint rumors, h:.1lf for-otiten memories
By »ass the _zteway to Eden
andthe -arden weeds s;iral to the ominus elcuds

A patient suspended in untutored individuality

ho lonver divided the sinkin: steus of n:ze

While deey and rollin: the bLrignt hillg CF s i o
iirror the sky with model joy.

Peacefull land, that onee  lay ‘neath a eruel past
Bxchante the memory for dancin. hogpe, and
Reach te your mothers' breast
A8 the youn- trces | row
andg a8 the treos elag hands,
In Zion
Forever




{I thoushT~I had discovered fire

NAfE Ry Eike the first cave man LY A /
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a bleak cemetary

filled with tombstones

(g?) filled with necklaces and chains
of unfor:otten memories.
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Il
to ay was a day sc far W 2l

unlike the others
the blick sky threatened
raing

the stron: usty winds threstenes storm

her eyes threatene? hatred

the rocm orftfered comfort
but not warmth

it rave 1li:ht undheld

books and muszic

and “a*hot ecup of ecofliee

the dors zzve friendship
the rains came and save
A swez2t smell to the zrass
mace the earth sott
andthe winds subpsided
her eyes went cold and
dull with life
Suau 'enly the room was bare
andnaked

Shadows weeo on the wall®

and egpqedhnnggun%ygf,/

nusdc
" ""

- books fdde?;xbecause

dled

(i,




S




