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THE CHALLENGE: HEBRIW!

We do not need to Ffizht for the rebirth of our national
languace. But w. must stru: le with oursclves to learn
Hebrew well and to use it alwayse 4 plant in a diffcrent
climate must strusyle in order to adopt itself to the

different conditions, If it does not strikc roots then

he will not survive., So it is with man-if he docs not
acquire the languaze, he will not be able to stand firm
and be an esscntial part of the socicty.

Wwhen we made aliyah from the United States we came
to be born/ancii, We left a society where we could not
fulfill ourselves as Jews=(we did not want o live in
two worldse a Jewish world and an assinilated world,)
A8 infants we srope in a world which is mostly Hobrowe
We begin to emit our first words in our “new" lanzuace.,
A lansuace which iz actually only new to us, un anciet
and rencwed languaze.

We can not be satisfied with Just getting by in
Hebrew. We must grow with the langzuages Like infants
we are joyous when we awaken after our first nights
when we drecamed in Hebrow H

There is no other lanzuagze which can express the
uniquencess which is in our nation, Theprophcts awakened
the nation in Hebrew and the pioneers realized it,

They bitterly opnosed Yiddish or any other lan:uasc
other than Hebraw for our languase, for a lansuace
envelops the mentality of the nation, The pioncers did
not want to think in concepts of the"Shtetl", nor of
the diaspora. We too must have command of our lanzuase
(to learn with sreat love or by force). rfor in ocurp
langsuaze we remember,live, dream $our lan:uaze, Hebrew
awakens in all of ug our <lory and our ancient and
rich history in this country.

“verything is conducted in Hebrew all over the
ccuntry, and especially in our Kibbutz. It cannot be
possible that a chaver will be inferior to ancther just
for the reason that he does not know our lungus o,
sut he will be inferior if he cannot accept a responsible
position or participate in Asephct or discussion sessions,
In order tc create a common culturc with cur chaverin
and our hation.

It seems tc we that therc is nothing more important
for us as new clim, than tc learn Hebrew. we need to
learn, speak fluently, to read and wrtic technical articles
in corder to be absorbed and to build and be built,

When we make Aliyah to Charuv tumorrow let us choozse
the difficult and strenucus way- Let us bezin tc be
stubborn and speak only Hebrew, let us build and be built}
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What's in a Name?

Today I died and became quite literally
A different person-my real self.
I was born with a name but that was taken
away when I was young.
Then I.was given a now identity but had
No meaning and indeed for 14 years I had
No meanong or identity.

Now I have chosen a name that
embraces me in its" wehider, in. ite? soul

and in its' meaning

4 amd I am truly contents

ey
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oweet.sweet sleep
how lovely to fall
under your charms
engulf me deeply
Show me the
pictures of my
mind
and when I
crawl out
and roll over
to Rafi
even thouzh 1t°s 4330
A+.Me and
I hate so
muzh
getting up so
. early
but I love
and love to
stretch my,
body

3arbara



-Q Repogt on Sixth Convention. of the Ichud

This year's convention was convened in the atmosphere currently
enveloping the country and the kibbutz movement in particular, Following
the shock aof the "OctoBer War" the social and economic problemg have
become mome clearly apparent after several years of relative illusionary
prosperity.

Thusly the first major topic discussed was the kibbutz and society
and how the kibbutg relates to the present conditions in the country.
In the aftermath of Kiryat Shmona and Ma'alot, the kibbutizims' rod-
ationship with thelr immediate area was discussed in terms of absorbing
youth, technical assistance and profit sharing in rezional industries.
The point was byrought out that these endeavors should be well planned
and continuing &and not only inresponse to tragedies such as Maalot.

In essence the biz question was how far the kibbutz communitics are
willins % realloca®e their esources (assuming areasouable standard of
livin: has been reachg¢d) to help close the prosperity ,ap in Israeli”
society. Possibities of influencin.: thc sovernment into action through
a new department wasalso proposed, althoush as in most movement matters
there was hesitation to enter into any politication.

The next area of Jiscussion was settlement and security. The issue
surrounding this discussion was the intent of future settlement. Therec
was some difference of opinion on the validity of settlement to
establish borders and security. The need for settlemnt was widely
aecepted but where and when was avariable. Su:gestions ranged from the
modest to Nahal. Ozis proposed 100 settlements in the next 10 years,
The need for balstering the older mesheks with problems was also voiced,
The leadership .zap in the armed forces due to the last war was discugsed
and 1t was generally agreed that the movement should encourage officers
(who so desire) amonst its membership to volunteer for additional time.

Lastly organization and administrative questions of order were
discussed. In this convention the method of discussion in geneeral
assembly on proposals of the Mazkirut and of regzional chugim was utilized
This was supplemented by chugzim of 20 or so delezates to discuss the
proposals before meeting again in the gencral assembly for voting, It
was sugizusted that more room be given for the chugum to propose amende
ments to the gencral assembly. It was also affirmed that convention
would meet cvery 4 years.

In conclusion the convention left one with a feeling of bot+h hope
and frustration. One lingering paradox was that the movement was
discussionz the prosperity ;zap in Israel in the reclativly luxurious
facilities of Ayalet Hashacar.

Despite this one hoped that the movement and‘the kibbutz moveTent
in seneral would return to a more active leadership role in Israell

society.

Ronnie



Remains of an 01d war

We set out from our base.toward the hazy mountainlthatJjutted
upward from the desert floor. We must have looked strange tg the
two Bedouins squatting impassively in d small Wadi not far from
where the.narrow, shimmering asphalt.intersected our line of
direction. Stripped to the waist, carrying an assortment. of
weapons and gear; our little grpup left the barbed wire and iron.
and yellow signs with bright red triangles.,

The desert was strewm with charred coroded violence in. the
form of wrecked cannon,brokemn trucks and halftracks and random
chunks of twisted metal that had once part of something no longer
there. We wandered more or less in = straight line througzh the
war's discards. We were used to this scene- it was a fixed part:
of the.landscape from El Ariesh on, but.we found ourselves stopping
at sthe more personal remains of food tins, an occasional helmet. or
bundles bf yellowed paper.and the little grey shoes that seemed to
be everywhere. The desert .had been a good stewards Everything could
have lain for only a few months'' instead of seven years of blistering
heat, freezing nights and violent storms.

We were about halfway to the imposing mountain when. we saw
the first one. We had been reconstructing some of the smaller battles
from the still visable emplacements and spent ammunition. We found
him in.a hollowed area. behind some of the rare bushes that.dot
the Sinai in spring. He lay in pathetic disray. Some of his
uniform was left, but most of his bones lay scattered in a three or
four yard radius. He lay among his worn. and tired equipment,
seeminzly attempting to keep as much of himself together as he
could through the years and storms and the birds that must have

stopped by to fill their bellies on their journey to someplace elsee



B

Each of us stood in his own. thoughts, Staring at "the enemy" ,
the beast from across the Canal, his 1ittle grey shoes torn: opem,
laying forgoten: in a hollow in the middle of Someplace that had
once beenximportant, We moved on, finding two more of his comrades
not too far away. I wondered if Sometimes they communicated im.
Some way to each other in the first,warming'nights whern. spring
came to the desert ang the awakening of life around them somehow
infused them with some invisable current .on which memories could
ride from one to another. Perhaps S0, for I felt something of myself
remianing with him, the first one, my enemy, the ruins of a humam
being,

We reached the dark mountain angd climbed it and returned,
the activity on the base grated on my tiredness and sunburn: and
melancholy and a kind of nakedness of soul that was forced o

entertain.a fleeting shadow that has never quite gone away.,
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tAA ' Joel's Philosophy Corner

Immy first article on Philosophy I raised the question of,
what is the self? 1In ph#losophy the asking of the good question
was always the beginnin: of a search that usually led down and
up the "Hills of Dilemna." I can find meaning- in the process of
questioning and answering., Nihilists call (everything) meaning-
less. Two different answers to the same question - what is being
here all about? In the being that is human I have ‘not been able
to detect withh any certainty a method to reflect on all behaviors

| at the-same times "I am that I am" - bPeriodl. .Just being here
makes use Running, talking, etces is not what we are - just ex-
amples of what being here does. I am replacing person with
"being there«" Now we might say that being there Just doesn't
make sense - .but what does making sense have tq do with being
there? One might even say this article doesntt make sense =
Think what happened when you first thought thatithought - re-
flection is also a way of being there = Where? - there! The
placement of being there is integral to the thereness of Beinge.
Close. your eyes and think of a dog - where is the dog? Take a
hammer and see if the dog is in your head = The thereness of
being has something to do with how I am being ther&s Thinking -
walking - Trees do fall in forests - Trees are beings - being
has something to do with placement in the world but being depends

on Being, not on thereness in order to bee
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Reflectmons on.Settlement

We. are Zionists, today's Pioneers, sitting in our modest

We

We

We

Steel and concrete pioneer dwellings in Kfar Charuv, we
must remember the Palestinians who once came up from Semra
to take refuge here from a whirlwind war whose current they
were caught up in, only to continue thedir flight 19 years

later, seeking sanctuaty from a world gone mad.

are Zionists, going to work in the fields, armed, posting
a 24 hour shmira, guarding our precious Kfar Charuv from

the people who were born: here, grew up here,

are Zionists, who must realize that peace is made by
tearing dowm barbed wire and not by erecting it. We must
dedicate ourselves to beace, adking 'How do we repatriate
and settle the Palestians', and perhaps,' How do we Justify

sitting in Kfar Charuv?.

are Zionists and they are Palestians, clashing in dark
tragedy for half a century and more.

G-d help us both to see the Lights

- \3“ \




Aand I am Vef§ good
and you are very sweet
and I linger in
my (our) minds
and my eyés watch
my (your) self
and because you take
my (our) hands
because we laugh and
make fun and
make love
so good
because yesterday the
sky was pink
and it was
sitting upside
down
and the sun was
lost
and I tried to
invent an
island; only so
I could wander
i and out
of the

shadows

that were playing

in my mind




and be: in
different places
and come home

and love the way

we love to love

each other
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HOW THE DREAMER

Beware of the dreamer, for he will
dream you away and he lost from you,
See how the dreamer dreams and know
that he connct see when his dreams
have taken him,

See how the dfeasmer dreams; look

into his eyes., You cann't see him, he
doesn't see youy; but a moment ago
something welled in his cyes. DPerhaps
you will capture a sparkle, perhaps

-a glow, but you will see nothing

at all..

Once I came upon a dreamer and I
asked unto him: In what valley
are you? In what far away land
that I cannot know:

And He said to me :
"I am here! You cannot see?"

And I asked unto hims

How the dreamer?

And he was silent,

And T left him there with his
dreams. And to myself I said:
Ask not unto the dreamér, for
my words are blindness,

As T walked further I came upon

a sunset pecking through the

brown and orange mountains,

And as I came upon the sunset

an idea began to form. That i
must beware o6f the dreamer lest he
beware of me,

When the sun was gone and out

of sight T stopped awhilec and
felt the evening chill coming

and I could sec more glearly in
the twilight. And I asked myself
why whould I bveware of the
drecamer? Uho is he to me? He is
still and unknown like the lillies
on the pond, or the cave I fearod
to venture in my childhood,

Just then my attention was drawn
te a bird that had alighted on &
bush at the side of the road,




As T stopped to wateh the bird
I saw a small child walking”
towards me rubbing his eyes,
I could see that not long ago
he had been crying, for his
¢yes were red and damp,
And T asked unto him: Thy
are you crying?

And he answereds
"I shall have no supper
tonight because I told a Lie,M
Ind wvhat was this lie, I asked?
"But I didn't lie; he anseredt
"I was staring at my aunt, y
theoy said, but I wasn't,"
Then what were you staring at,
I asked? '

And he was silent,
fnd T left him in his silence,
And the air was still ang I came
upon a cave in the darkness .
and enterdd it to make shelter. flor
the night,

There was a glow inside and
Hy eycs came upon the dreamer,
My lips trembled with a question,
but I was silent. And he stood by
the glow and spokes

"You are sill questioning — even
in your silencec you are questioning.™
And what is wfong with questioning,
I asked>

"There is nothing wrong, or right
with questioning; there arc only questions
and words,"

Then why were you silent when I
came upon you the first time?

"Because we have learned . - -
the questions and the words, but
we have not learncd to see tho
obvious, And you arc lost in your
words and not in your questioning,

And T am lost in my dreaming
and have forgotten my answers,"

But T am curious, I said, I
saw a child and he was silent,

"Tes, I have scen him as well., He
was looking for answers and you
have questioned hing else he would
not have been silent. T will
leave you Lere in your necw found
silence, Takec care to use this
silence against what

has occurred this day, that you

5



may learn before this glow is
extinguished by the cavy dew
of our breaths,"

And as I sat before the glow I
remembered the words of the
dreamer and his words were not
new to me. Only the childs silence
played with my mind;, lilke the
shadows and light of a fire
play with a wall, I was
filled with images. and time
was a void against thesc imagese—
My only sense was of my physical
and omot¢ona1 changes that came
with cach image,

I saw the childs damp red cyes
and my cyes grew heavy and burning.
I sew his silont mouth and my lips
trembled and ‘my throat swelled and
grew painful,

I saw a womans face and my
chest became a prison in which
a heavy pendulum owung back
and forth striking the walls of
ny o¢v1ty with a aeavy thud,
toaring its way through and
cnlarging the prison. I stroked
the womans hair and cool air
circulated around. my fingers and
my heart -swelled and filled
my cavity.

Ismwnvfmmkmdmyfwm
Tlushed with warmth and my
palms sweat, And my silence
grew warmer to me.

”hen I awoke from my dreaming
I left the cave and met the sunrisc
ond the sky was gold, yellow and

blue., All the green in the

world was coated with orange

and the air was swcot with the
odors of life and the magic
stillnecss of morning wa
broken by birds songs,
and what I learncd that night
is of interest to no one, o©xcopt
that T now know the Jjourney

of the dreamer and how tho
dreamer sings, The drecamer
sings as no other sings, for
the song is heard within
and it comes with cach breath
that is inhaled, which explecins
why no one elsc can hear.




c AG |

And T Say unto you that ny
words were a burden and T
have given this burden to
you. But do not carry this
burden, nor use my words

to understand, for you will
travel in blindness ang your
songs will be blown in the

\
wind, And beware not of the f/?

dreamer, lest y.u boware
of yoursclf,
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What am I Doing Here?

What am T doing here?

Fooling around with chickens. Instead of raising them should-

.1 I be serving them at a fancy dinner party a la gourmet. What

1 I doing when I have to worry about a mishloach and keep crazy

working hours when I could have a 9-5 job and be done with it.
What am I doing here gathering my clothes woolens and all for
an antiquated washing machine when all I should have to do is

send them to the corner dry cleaners and werry about the tab

~ater, What am I doing here wasting my time arguing at an asepha

~» chugal bayit when I should be at Tuesdays,Wednesday, or Maxwell

Plums , the theater, the philarmonic and museums ,
WVhat am I doing hare hitchhiking from place to place when I
-.ould be driving in a fiat,datsun,or even a mercedes.

“hat am I doing here ldoking like a two bitrpeasént wearing
-2ond8 from Hamashbir when my hair should be in the latest st¥led

“7aZ cr a page boy straight,

&

with big googly sunzkasses, a floppy hat,and the latest
Parisian or Italien Styles.
Vhat am I doing here hiking up mountains and through valley,

.wcn I should be out on Washimgton Bay in my sailboat, or speed=-

‘22 up ro the mounyains to escape the ecity hell,

What am I doing here wasting my time baking when all I should
"> To do is go to Freid hoffers or hilly Anns
What am I doing eating in the é)k’ s when I should be eat-
-nz by candlelight in some plush upper east side restaurant sipp-

ing some goed white dinner wine
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egg once in a while when I could be eatin: oysters, Shrimps,
fillet minion and a b.L.T.

What am I doing here havin: to be concerned about 47 people
when all I should be concerned about is myself.

What am I doin- here fellin.: free as a birdg, shouldn't I have
that claustraphobic feelins of walking down Madison Ave., or fear
tremblins down throush me and sweat pourin- down me as I walk
alons 34th st, and broadway or throuzh the combat zone, what am
I doinz here foolin: avound with boys that had the same crazy
dream 1 had instead of lawyers, doctors and wall Street execs,
and shouldn't I have that zoal of marryins that lawyer, doctor,
and owning an eisht room house on Lon¢ 1sland.

Shouldn't I be oin~ to sermuda on Columbus Day, antique for
Washington's Birthday, ruerto Rico for wemorial Lay and surope for
iy two week vacation instead of Tel aviv or Jerusalem for my
3 day chofesh.

What am I doin~ here reading a Poultry digest or a book on the
"Israeli Army" when 1 should be readinz Voaue or Harper's bazarre,

What am I doings here? Please tell me - “hat is a nice Jewish

american Princess like me doin:; in a place like thig???
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The"U:ly Kibbutznik" (from kibbutz Dan's"alon")

»eolhe painful question is whether there has arisen
against our eyes the counterpart of the "u:ly Israeli" a
specimen of the "U:ly Kibbutznik"? He bites off a piece of
cake without considerin: what remains? The scorner of values
and symbols? re stretches his arm in order to receive, but

pulls it back when he is requested to do something? He wecures
the good of the kibbutz to the very end - studies, medical care,

freedom from financial worries - but he secretly gaurds his coins
in the bank, to finance that which is above the ability of the



kibbutz?

Hand on heart, it seems, there is no kibbutznik who
1s not ugly as there is no kibuoutznik, it Seems, that is not
be autiful, Every one of us désregards this or that, which
we together asreed is unreasonable. Righteous people, it seems
are very rare, and are certainly not known ih their generation
(even Noah, the most rizhteous in his ~eneration permitted
himself a little too much from the bitter dropess) And
berhaps, davkabecause of this it will be simpler to return
and define from them,in reneral;the kibbutz same. Are the old
rules still .rood for us - or perhaps destroyin. the instrumennts,
and starting to play accordins to new rules is hecessary. ;
Everythins is up for grabs - cooperation, equality, work,

values, education, political party - everythines. 4also when
we define the rules - we must find ways to enforce them,

That which happened to our state because of process), which
caused the "Uzly Llsraeli must flash a red lizht before us.
The common "Uzly Kibbutznik" is inside all of us, if it will

reizn more and more, it will indeed remain uzly - but there
will no longer be a kibbutznik,

(translated by Dov)



